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My Summer Vacation 

by Pastor Thom 

PlainfieldUCC.org      Plainfield Congregational United Church of Christ  

SUMMER CHIMES 
July  2015     

I just have to say it, summer has really changed as I have gotten older. When I was a kid 
summer was VACATION – a time to spend all day at the pool; a time to have no 
schedules and just enjoy my life and friends. Then something happened, summer was 
the time I had a job, and fun had to take a backseat to earning money for school. Then 
the family came, and summer took on a whole new dimension of multiple schedules, 
child care, and work (of course) – vacations became week long events; no longer three 
months.  

Now, I find summer a great time to do planning. I will often sit in my kayak, enjoying the 
outdoors, thinking about things that are coming up and working out logistic and plans. I 
do some of my best thinking in my kayak. Planning has become my “summer vacation.” 

I would like to share with you some of the things that I have been planning, and invite 
you to mark them on your calendar and plan to be a part of them. Okay, here goes: 

 

Sunday, August 2, 10:30 a.m. – Noon   “ Exploring the Holy Land”  

We will be led through the sights and stories of the Holy Land by Raed Makhouli.  
Mr. Makhouli is a Palestinian Christian who serves as a tour leader for visitors to 
Israel. He has compiled is long experience into a newly printed book on the Holy 
Lands. He is incredibly knowledgeable and fascinating. Please plan to join us. 

 

Sunday, September 13, 9:30 a.m. - ??  Rally Day & All Church Picnic 

Join us for our Annual Celebration of the new fall program, the life of PCUCC, and 
just living in the love of God. This year we will be inviting our FRB partners to join us 
for the picnic. We will worship outside, weather permitting. We are presently 
planning musical entertainment, other festivities, and we WILL have “Cow Pie 
Bingo.” It will be a great party – plan to be there for the fun. 

(continued on page 2) 
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By Pastor Thom 

 

(continued from page 1) 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 4, 1:00 pm – 3:30ish 
CROP Walk 

Step off will be from the Plainfield Methodist 
Church, and all proceeds will go to the Church 
World Service and our Plainfield Food Pantry. 
You can participate in CROP three ways – 1) get 
a sponsor and be a walker, 2) sponsor a walker, 
or 3) volunteer to help on the day of the walk 
(registration, provide goodies, hand out water, 
etc.) If you want to volunteer, please contact 
Dayan Hancock. 

 

Sunday, November 15, 4:00 pm 
Annual Pluck Dynasty Dinner 

Get your camo, beards and duck calls ready … time for 
some more great fellowship, food and more turkey bowling! 

 

October—date and time TBA 
“Save Our Starving Children” 

A mission event which allows families, teen, adults, and 
children to work together on packaging healthy meals for 
needy people in Africa and other poor areas throughout the 
world. 

 

October/November—date and time TBA 
“The Art of Living and the Art of Dying”  

Six Week series for adults on the issues we face in our 
mortality and aging. We will cover topics such as growing 
older, medical care, hospice, living wills, financial planning, 
and other things. Look for announcements concerning 
schedules and times. 

 

Those are just some of things being planned, I hope you will 
take advantage of these opportunities; AND you will share 
other things that are of interest to you.  

Thanks for listening, 

Pastor Thom 
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Chores.  For most of us, the mere mention of the word 
brings dread.  Mind-numbing, energy depleting, boring 
chores…...or are they??  Join us for a special six week 
series of sermons on every day, mundane, and ordinary 
things.  Through these sermons we explore how every 
day things reveal God, deepen our relationship with the 
divine, and teach us mindfulness. 

Acts of Faith: The Spirituality of Every Day Things 

August 2 The Sacred Act of Cooking & Eating 

August 9 The Sacred Act of Playing 

August 16 The Sacred Act of Moving 

August 23 The Sacred Act of Being Physical 

August 30 The Sacred Act of Doing Nothing 

September 6  The Sacred Act of Work, Chores, and   
  Other Tasks 

 

Worth mentioning TWICE: 

Join us Sunday, August 2 at 10:30 for a "Visit to the 
Holy Land" with Raed Makhouli. Mr. Makhouli is a 
Palestinian Christian who makes his living in part as a 
tour leader for groups visiting the Holy Lands. He has 
recently published a book based on his experiences.  

 

 

 

The Coalition is working 
hard this year to achieve a 
new goal – 100% O & A 
before 2016. I believe it is 
an achievable goal, as more 
than 55% of all UCC churches are now O & A. 

If you would like to make a tax-deductible contribution to 
this work, please send your check to the church office; or 
drop it in the offering plate with “Coalition” written in the 
memo line. We can all be apart of history! 
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The next New 

Member Sunday is 

August 9th.  Contact 

Pastor Thom or the 

church office if you 

wish to join our 

congregation. 

 

Spiritual Life meets 

every 3rd Sunday of 

the month in the 

Lounge. 

 

 

Spiritual Life Team:  Dick Hoblin, Moireen Taylor, Lori 

Smith Okon 

This year, our Holy Hookers have created a new way of 

celebrating baptisms by providing a keepsake 

baptismal cloth to each family who has a child baptized 

in our church. 

We continue to search for church members interested 

in being part of our wedding coordinating and sanctuary 

decorating team, as well as providing support to other 

light teams. 

For Fall 2015, we are working with Marty Cetina’s 

suggestion that we form a new group dedicated to 

people who want to learn about the practical and 

emotional aspects of life during the loss of a loved one.  

Various speakers will be recruited.  See Marty if you 

have any questions. 

The Spiritual Life team thanks all the members of our 

Holy Hookers and Marty Cetina for the blessing of their 

work. 
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Community Connections Team:  Lisa Derr, Dayan 

Hancock, Ginny Noble 

We continue to serve Morningstar Mission meals once a 

month, help plain the Plainfield Crop Walk, support the 

Plainfield Interfaith food pantry, realign blessing bucket 

funds with our mission, plan church wide trip to Feed My 

Starving Children, and of course, support FRB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Life Team:  Barb Bickner, Rich Brauer, 

Stephanie Haub, Kris Schmitz 

The coffee hour list has been assigned through the rest of 

the year and is posted in Fellowship Hall.  Make sure you 

check the list for when you’ll be serving.  In addition, coffee 

hour instructions are now posted on the cabinet in the 

kitchen near the coffee machine.  Please read them. 

Events coming soon:  This year Rally Day is on September 

13th and will be COMBINED with another favorite church 

event:  Cow Pie Bingo!  Stay tuned for upcoming details. 

Congregational Life extends a BIG thank you to our men of 

PCUCC for a fun and successful Women’s Celebration this 

past May.  What a wonderful way to celebrate with great 

food, fun and fellowship.  We love you guys! 

Community 

Connections 

meets every 2nd 

Sunday of the 

month in the 

Lounge. 

 

Congregational 

Life meets on an 

ad hoc basis. 
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Operations Team:  Entire Church Congregation (with 

Bob Taylor coordinating repair projects) 

 

Cracked Windows: Two of the three cracked windows 
have been repaired. Sanctuary cost $51 and installed 
by Bob Taylor and Darrel Herman. Loft window 
repaired on site by Glazier Company for $148.  

Spigot repair: Leaking 1963 spigot on the west side of 
the building. Will be looked at in the future, since repair 
might require accessing it through the wall between the 
rest rooms. The hose is connected to the south side 
spigot for now.  

Heating System: Scheduling of repairs to the heating 
system started 7/15/15. A plan as to stages of repair 
was developed, first the boiler and its components will 
be serviced. Next will be attempting to isolate the 
leaking circulating pump without having to drain the 
complete system to remove the pump for rebuilding. 
The company will report as each stage progresses; it 
may be necessary carry some repairs over to next year. 
At this time an estimate the total repairs maybe 
between $10K and $25K, this is based on what 
unknown repairs are found along the way. 

Freezer Repair: Bob Taylor repaired burned wiring in 
the Freezer on July 8th. N/C 

a: A policy regarding the Refrigerator and Freezer 
needs to be addressed. Food has been left in the 
refrigerator well beyond expiration date; at a recent 
coffee hour some partially used juice was found with 
April expiration. This could lead to liability claims 
against the Church if someone became ill. It has been 
suggested that each Sunday afternoon the items 
remaining in the refrigerator be disposed of by maybe 
the custodian the following week, unless specifically 
marked for usage that week.  

b: The freezer should not be on except for short term 
usage. The freezer can be at shut off, and restarted 
when necessary, reaching operating temperature only 
takes less then 1 hour.  
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Current Quarter Goals: 

1. Continue to build the Music Ministry in Chancel Choir 

2. Continue to add instrumentation to Inspiration 

3. Continue to advertise for a Choral Accompanist and worship 
service accompanist.  

4. Inventory all Inspiration Music Folders, add additional music and 
make sure all music is copyright compliant.  Purchase additional 
licenses as needed. 

5. Set up a date with Pastor Thom to clean up the loft. 

6.  Attended my first conference as Minister of Music.  The UCCMNC 
was held in July at Elmhust College.  I attended many classes that 
directly impact our music ministries at PCUCC. 

 

Inspiration goal #2, is changing, as we welcomed Pastor Thom to 
Inspiration, who will be adding his musical talents on his guitar. 

Goal # 3 is also a work in progress.  I will begin to research local 
colleges in search of a choir accompanist, until then, I will continue to 
record the choir accompaniments into the Yamaha piano and donate 
the salary back to PCUCC. 

                          

Next Quarter Goals:  In addition to current goals, Pastor Thom has set 
up “Drop Box” as a source of having shared files to work with, within the 
staff.  This is due to the Mac computers Pastor Thom and I use not 
being able to communicate with the PC in the office that functions as 
our server.  I am very excited to have this wonderful tool in worship 
planning, and plan to continue to add additional music lyrics to our 
expanding music library. 

Thank you to Pastor Thom for expanding our abilities to create and 
work on Worship Planning as a team, with the use of Planning Center 
Online (PCO) and Drop Box.  I appreciate all of your help and 
guidance. 

The Wicks organ was tuned on 7/26/15.  The broken window in the loft 
has been repaired.  Thank You Bob Taylor and everyone who help in 
the loft. 

CCLI Copyright received a quarterly report from the Minister of Music 
with regards to the number of music copies that have been used by 
PCUCC in services. 

Thank you, 

Janet 



Communication only takes place when 

everyone takes part!  Here is how YOU 

can help strengthen the communication at 

PCUCC: 

1) Share information about programs with which you are 

involved, in a timely manner with the Church Office; for 

their inclusion in publications and newsletters. 

2) Check out the Chimes, the on-line church calendar on 

www.plainfielducc.org, our Facebook page, and other 

church material on a regular basis. 

3) Share you thoughts and reflections on the ministries at 

PCUCC in the church’s publications. 

4) Pass on information to your friends and neighbors. Your 

word of mouth makes for great communication. 

It’s no coincidence that I put myself on the page with the 

Communications message (carry-over from the last Chimes 

for those of you with great memories).  Communication is 

my passion!  Communication works when we all work it!  

We now have firmly established communication vehicles to 

ensure all areas of the church are efficiently and 

consistently communicating with each other: 

 Weekly Church Chatter 

 Monthly Light Team & Staff Reports to the Board 

 Quarterly Light Team & Staff Reports for our 

  Congregational meetings 

 Quarterly Chimes (Spring, Summer, Fall & Winter) 

Most of the rest of my time since February has been devoted 

to ensuring cost-effective and efficient operation of our office 

equipment.  We have completed the transition to the new 

computers, have a new, CHEAPER color copier and I 

continue to learn more software tricks every day! 

Thank you to all the volunteers that I see on a regular basis 

who keep this church running.  You are a blessing to us all! 
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With Love, 

Sharon 
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We are already busy planning for the fall 

and making sure our enrollment is full for 

2015-2016 by reviewing all student 

paperwork and ensuring all DCFS 

requirements are met. 

We are thrilled at the cleaning Jim and 

Joy Masek have done in preparation for 

this year’s students.  Using all natural and 

environmentally safe products, they have 

done our floors, windows, cleaned out 

light fixtures, and even sanitized the walls. 

Our Baby Daze sale in April of this year 

generated just over $4,000.  We are using 

these funds to purchase supplies for our next school year and 

also to help make summer payments since our budget was short 

this past year. 

In may, our end of the school year family picnic was attended by 

over 300 people!  Our annual shows were presented to family 

and friends on the last days of school, and we ended the year 

with a staff meeting to plan curriculum for next year after we 

packed away all the toys. 

   Respectfully submitted, 

Jan King, Director 



 

Plainfield Congregational United Church of Christ 

24020 W Fraser Rd 

Plainfield, IL 60586 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

No matter who you are or where you are on your  journey, you are welcome here. 

Office Phone:  815-436-9441 

 Pastor Thom Parrott-Sheffer,  Minister 

PastorThom@PlainfieldUCC.org, 

708.638.9834 

 Janet Jones, Minister of Music 

Janet.Jones@PlainfieldUCC.org 

 Sharon Kuzel, Office Manager 

Sharon.Kuzel@PlainfieldUCC.org, Phone  

Option 1 

 Jan King, Preschool Director 

Apple.Tree@PlainfieldUCC.org,  

Phone Option 3 


